Expression of vascular endothelial growth factor and prognosis of oral squamous cell carcinoma.
The correlation between expression of vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF) and prognosis for oral squamous cell carcinoma was investigated. Tissue samples of oral squamous cell carcinoma were obtained from 63 patients. Of these patients, 11 had stage I, 17 had stage II, 9 had stage III, and 26 had stage IV tumours. Immunohistochemical expression of VEGF was quantitatively determined by computer-assisted image analysis. The value of VEGF expression was significantly higher for the patients with poor prognosis than for those with good prognosis (P=0.0423). Regarding regional lymph node metastasis, VEGF showed no significant difference between metastasis positive and negative patients. Expression of VEGF may thus be a prognostic marker for oral squamous cell carcinoma.